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Smriti invites suggestions on education policy

This is first ever attempt to involve average citizen in policy-making’

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/smriti-invites-suggestions-on-education-policy/article7138676.ece

Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani on Friday described the decision to invite suggestions from
all and sundry on the new education policy — to be unveiled later this year — as the “first ever attempt where
an average citizen of the nation gets involved in policy-making which has otherwise remained the preserve of a
few.”

‘Suggest changes’

In an informal interaction with mediapersons after introducing Pune-based Nawaj Sheikh — whose logo has
been selected for the new education policy — Ms. Irani said citizens and State governments had been asked to
highlight bottlenecks in the education system and suggest changes.

On how this would all be put together — given that anyone can post a suggestion on the government’s online
platform ‘MyGov.in” — the Minister said each State government would collate views drawn from villages and
towns and send these reports to the Ministry.

|I'T-Ropar creates record

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh)

RUPNAGAR: Dr Prabir Sarkar, an assistant professor in the school of mechanical, materials, and energy engineering at
the Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar, has claimed to have created a record by developing the largest fountain ink
pen and ballpoint pen. With the help of students and laboratory assistants, the professor has designed and developed
the 23-m-long pens with a diameter of 25 cm each.
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High-quality, low-cost indigenous medical devices created at
[IT-B lab

http://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai/high-quality-low-cost-indigenous-medical-devices-created-at-iit-b-
lab/article1-1340603.aspx

In the backdrop of the Make in India initiative, a host of researchers from the Indian Institute of Technology,
Bombay, (1IT-B), are collaborating with expert doctors from local hospitals to develop indigenous medical
devices.

A multi-disciplinary, multi-institutional Biomedical Engineering and Technology Incubation Centre (BETIC)
set up in 11T-B is converting innovative ideas from doctors into high-quality, low-cost medical devices,
specifically designed for the Indian population.

Two engineering institutes — namely, College of Engineering Pune and Visvesvaraya National Institute of
Technology, Nagpur — are also part of BETIC.

The teams have biomedical, mechanical, materials, electronics and software engineers collaboratively working
on medical devices ranging from diagnostic to surgical instruments and even mobile-based software.

As part of its collaborative efforts, the teams have created a tissue stiffness measuring device that can be used to
diagnose vulnerability to the diabetic foot condition, which could result in amputation of foot, if undiagnosed
and untreated.

A prototype of the device is ready and a patent application has been filed.
“This would be the first-of- its-kind wireless device that would be available to clinicians. There are similar

devices globally, but they are restricted to research labs,” said Dr Rajani Mullerpatan of MGM Hospital, Vashi,
who collaborated with 11T-B on creating the device.
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Another device that is almost completed is a multi-degree freedom laparoscope for minimally invasive surgeries
in the abdominal cavity. This novel instrument developed in collaboration with Dr Suresh Deshpande, an
internationally acclaimed laparoscopy surgeon from Kolhapur, provides an additional degree of
manoeuvrability, reducing the risk of tissue damage and makes operating easy for surgeons.

11T location: HRD team to visit Karnataka

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Bengaluru/IIT-location-HRD-team-to-visit-
Karnataka/articleshow/47045117.cms

BENGALURU: A team of experts from the HRD ministry will visit Karnataka soon to identify a place for the proposed IIT.

At his meeting with HRD minister Smriti Irani on Friday, higher education minister RV Deshpande is said to have
requested her to send a team of experts to identify the right place.

This is Dehpande's first meeting with Irani on discussing lIT's location after the state government recommended three

places - Mysuru, Raichur and Dharwad. Bengaluru was rejected as the government was finding it difficult to identify 500
acres of land for the premier institute.

HRD Ministry approves new [IM in Nagpur

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/maharagshtra-gets-first-iim-in-nagpur/1/431897.html

Maharashtra is set to get its first Indian Institute of Management in Nagpur. This decision has come after the
Union Budget, presented by the government in July 2014; where it was proposed to establish six new [IMs
across the country. The other five IIMs are expected to come up in Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and Bihar.

The officials from the Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry visited the campus sites for 1M Nagpur
in February, and these sites were finalised a month later, in March. The state government has allocated two
sites, each for the temporary and permanent campuses, respectively. The permanent campus will be built in the
Multi-modal International Cargo Hub and Airport (MIHAN) at Nagpur. The MIHAN campus will span over
200 acres and is expected to be ready by 2018. Till then, the first three academic sessions will be conducted
through a temporary campus, Visvesvaraya National Institute of Technology (VNIT), Nagpur.

The 1M Nagpur will begin its academic session, this year itself. The HRD Ministry has directed 11M
Ahmedabad to mentor the new 1IM, it will also formulate the admission process for the Post Graduate Diploma
in Management (PGDM) for the batch of 2015-17. The institute at Nagpur will admit 60 students in one batch,
and the selection process for faculty at the institute has already started.

The candidates who had appeared for the Common Admission Test (CAT) 2014 are eligible for admission to
1M Nagpur for the session of 2015.
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